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Model updates

DeepSeek-V4.1-Flash-1017

A multimodal coding and agent model update, available through DeepSeek and as MIT-licensed weights. What's new:
DeepSeek reports better coding/agent benchmarks, shorter outputs and faster completion than its prior Flash checkpoint.
Its 17 October changelog confirms the web, app and API update. Why: Test completion quality, task time and total usage
on your own repository before accepting the reported efficiency gains. Source

Glimpse

A visual-reasoning research preview that revisits images and video before answering. What's new: Elorian’s 16 October
launch brings visual scratch space and multimodal tools to an API and chat interface. Its benchmark results are
publisher-reported, with differing native harnesses and effort settings. Why: For video and image workflows, inspect
whether the model can return to the evidence that decides the answer. Evaluate task accuracy, latency and total usage
together. Source

Repositories to try

morluto/rea | MIT; external analysis tools have separate terms

REA connects coding agents to local tools for inspecting binaries, JavaScript and Electron apps, .NET assemblies and
browser behavior. The 18 October release includes reusable JavaScript fact queries, multi-locale APK inspection and
native-analysis extensions from 6.6, which never reached npm. Version 6.7 also fixes edits to repeated JSON/JSONC client
settings. Source

simonw/llm-echo | Apache-2.0

An LLM plugin that returns prompt details as JSON without calling an API or running a local language model. Version 0.5
adds two canned reasoning chunks and extends simulated token counts to tool calls, reasoning text and system prompts.
These are test outputs, not inference or billing. Source

Full report: rittikabuilds.com/reports/2026-10-19/ 1/2


https://api-docs.deepseek.com/news/news261017/
https://elorian.ai/blog/introducing-glimpse
https://github.com/morluto/rea
https://github.com/simonw/llm-echo
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Agent ecosystem

Microsoft 365 context with visible usage limits

A business agent can read Outlook threads and files, prepare replies and work with a calendar through one Microsoft
connection. Review the boundary between read/draft work and approved actions, and make budget limits visible before
delegating a long workflow. Source

Research watch

Keep the code an editing agent must quote | Preprint - author-reported results; not reproduced here

CQ2-CARE selects a few likely edit files and supplies their original text, with short supporting spans, instead of pruning
individual tokens. On 300 Python SWE-rebench issues at matched per-issue context budgets, the authors report 43.7%
resolution with GPT-5.6 and 46.7% with Claude Opus 5. Both exceeded the tested compressor and retriever baselines.
Limit: This is a controlled one-patch comparison, not a multi-turn agent evaluation. Budgets were set by the authors'
selector. A code-aware compressor matched it when given the same files, so the finding does not establish that all
compression is worse. Code release was planned in the paper; no canonical implementation was verified or run here.
Source

Today’s experiment

Try DeepSeek-V4.1-Flash-1017: inspect the checkpoint footprint

Read two pinned JSON manifests and calculate tensor size and shard count before downloading model weights.
Distinguish inspectable open weights from a checkpoint that fits your computer and deployment budget. Tested: Tested
19 October: bounded metadata download and Python audit returned 48 shards and 510.29 GB of indexed tensors. No
weights, generation, benchmarks or hardware fit were tested. Source
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https://www.morningai.com/blog/october-19-2026-product-updates
https://arxiv.org/abs/2610.21073
https://rittikabuilds.com/reports/2026-10-19/experiment/

